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Learning Objective

Students will improve their writing and editing skills by interviewing a professional who uses
writing and editing skills in his or her work, writing and editing a paper, and sharing their insights.

Step-by-step instructions for this lesson/activity:

@ Define edit for the class: “‘to prepare a manuscript for publication by arranging and revising.” Explain
that “editing” is part of effective writing and is a skill used in many professions.

® Asaclass, brainstorm a list of professions that depend on writing and editing skills, such as newspaper
reporter, TV writer, journalism teacher, author, advertising writer, and speechwriter.

@ Ask students to choose and interview a local professional who frequently uses writing and editing skills.

Give them the interview question handout on the following page to complete as they conduct their
interviews or brainstorm pertinent questions to ask.

)

After their interviews, direct students to use their completed handouts to write the rough draft of a paper,
summarizing the answers to the questions on the handout.

@ Students will share with the class any insights gained from interviews about writing and editing skills.

Practice /follow-up:

Have students exchange papers and “edit” their partner’s paper by arranging, revising, and applying insights
they gained from their interviews. Tell the “editors” to write their names on the drafts.

Assessment/evaluation:

Let students complete their papers. Collect the finished work to evaluate the understanding of the authors ana
the editors.
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